
 

 

 

Official 

Publication 

 

  



 2 

 Corvette Club of Iowa 

 www.corvetteclubofiowa.com 

 

Sportsmate 

 

Table of Contents 

CCI Board of Directors 3 CCI Odds and Ends 8 

Calendar of Events 3 General Meeting Details 8 

Officer Reports 4 Member News 8 

From the President 4 Events 8 

Governor’s Message 5 Save the Date 9 

Meeting Minutes 6 Buy & Sell 9 

Board Meeting 6 Member Article 9 

General Meeting 6 Event Flyers 28 

 

 

The Corvettes displayed in this newsletter are from 

photos used with owning photographer’s permission 

http://www.corvetteclubofiowa.com/


 3 

 2022 Board of Directors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Calendar of Events 

May 17th General Meeting – Camp Dodge Pool Pavilion, Johnston 

 and CCI 60th Anniversary Party – See Flyer 

May 28th - 30th Flying Low in ‘22 – See Flyer 

Jun 21st General Meeting – Jethro’s BBQ n’ LakeHouse, Ankeny 

Jul 19th General Meeting – TBD 

 

 Jeff Jackson, President 
 jeffjackson27@hotmail.com 
 712-260-5451 

 Denny Luther, Competition Director 
 cdsdennis@yahoo.com 
 515-401-8276 

 Carrol McCracken, Vice President 
 carroldmccracken@gmail.com 
 515-291-7688 

 Janelle Ohmstede, Points Director 
 janelleohmstede@gmail.com 
 641-521-7272 

 Dave McChesney, Secretary 
 dwolf168@gmail.com 
 515-219-0400 

 Mike Golightly, Membership Director 
 glight1sg@gmail.com 
 515-238-7678 

 Laurie McCracken, Treasurer 
 laurieannemccracken@gmail.com 
 515-291-1111 

 Dave Howard, Editor 
 zzshark74@msn.com 
 515-244-1714 

 Gary Foster, NCCC Governor 
 gfoster852@hotmail.com 
 515-823-1849 

 Pat Whalen, Social Media Director 
 whalenp11@msn.com 
 515-229-9313 

 Wayne Weidmann, Member at Large 
 vetteman916@mchsi.com 
 515-223-6164 
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Officer Reports 

From the President… 

Greetings Corvette Club of Iowa Family, 

The warmer weather has finally led to the return 

of car shows.  Just recently I was at the DMACC 

Car Show that is a highlight event for their 

Collision Repair Training Program.  It was a 

fantastic turn-out with cars of all types.  There 

were even some restored tractors.  Good food 

(thanks to Smokey D’s), great cars, some live 

music (my opinion of the quality of the music is 

not important) and some great conversations.  I 

had a chance to talk with my friend and member 

Paul Wyman.  I always enjoy my conversations 

with Paul and look forward to those opportunities.  

The topic of part of the conversation that struck 

me the most was the discussion of our first cars.  I 

won’t share Paul’s story because it is such a good 

story and you need him to tell you.  As I drove 

home from the event, I was still thinking about my 

first car – a 1986 Oldsmobile Calais 2 door with 

the Tech 4 motor in it.  It was a great car.  I even 

did my usual routine and took this old car with 

high miles and brought it back to life.  It wasn’t a 

classic or even a really nice car in any standard, 

but I cleaned, polished and made that car look like 

a show car.  There was one little problem, it had 

LOTS of rock chips in the hood.  I took it upon 

myself to touch up the chips and make it look like 

new again.  Problem was I had no idea what I was 

doing (I was 16 after all).  I remember being smart 

enough to ask someone at AutoZone what I 

should do.  However, I was not smart enough to 

realize this was too big of a job for me.  The 

employee at AutoZone recommended that I use 

spray car paint to get a more even appearance and 

finish.  I proceeded to lightly sand the hood, tape 

it off, and began using one of the 3 cans of spray 

automotive paint I bought to paint it.  The results 

were horrific.  No gloss, rough appearance, runs, 

drips, pitting, just a bad job done.  My father was 

furious that I ruined this car.  At the same time he 

laughed a little inside at my mistake.  He knew it 

was a learning experience and not out of the realm 

of something he would have done at my age.  He 

also knew I would have to deal with the 

embarrassment as I drove the car to school. 

Mistakes are a part of life.  They are a part of 

learning, growing and making ourselves better.  

Sadly the way society teaches is that mistakes 

mean you are a failure.  Mistakes are things to be 

avoided and if you make one you are lesser of a 

person.  As I reflect on that first car and the cars I 

had after that, I can see continued mistakes.  

Albeit not the same mistake again and again.  

When my father taught me how to take an engine 

apart completely and rebuild it, I can remember 

lots of mistakes but I learned from each and every 

one of them.  I still make mistakes to this day (just 

don’t tell my wife), but each one is a lesson to 

grow from. 

We are turning 60 years old as a club.  There have 

been mistakes made.  That doesn’t mean the club 

or members are failures, but simply that they were 

learning opportunities.  As we reflect on all this 

club has done over 60 years, I challenge you to 

reflect a little.  What was your first car?  What 

lessons did you learn from it?  What was your 

favorite car you owned?  What would you have 

done differently?  Anniversaries as a great chance 

to review those lessons learned that we may have 

forgotten.  This reflection has helped me even 

today.  I bought my son Blake a C5 Corvette 

PowerWheel (they are extremely hard to find).  

My plan is to paint it to match my Lemans Blue 

Corvette.  I simply haven’t had time to get to it 

lately.  Thanks to my conversation with Paul and 

the reminder of the mistake I made when I was 16 

with my Calais, I will be painting it differently.  I 

won’t make the same mistake twice.  I encourage 

you to reflect on the joys as well as the lessons 

learned in your own life and also in this club.  

Your Board is working hard to improve this club, 

keep it growing and thriving, and keeping us from 

making mistakes.  Even as those mistakes might 

still happen, we will learn, grow and become 

better. 

Thanks for being on this journey with me.  I look 

forward to seeing you all on May 17th for the 

Anniversary celebration.  Please RSVP if you 

haven’t and be ready for some great fun. 

Vroom Vroom, 

 Jeff Jackson,  President 
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Governor’s Message… 

As your club governor, I’d like to briefly address 

some upcoming Corvette Club of Iowa events, 

including the 60th Anniversary celebration, the 

Memorial Day Weekend Autocross at the Ankeny 

Airport, and the continued need for event workers. 

The CCI 60th Anniversary celebration will take 

place Tuesday, May 17, 2022 at Camp Dodge 

Pavilion in Johnston, Iowa.  There will be a 

cruise-in type of event, beginning at 2PM, and the 

Gold Star Museum will be open from 2-4PM.  

We’re planning to take a group photo of CCI 

member Corvettes at 5PM, sharp.  Mike Golightly 

and his committee members have put in a great 

deal of work to make this celebration a 

memorable event, and it would be great to see a 

large turnout.  The event will feature two special 

guests, including Dale Samuelson, NCCC 

President, and Kai Spande, Plant Director at 

the Corvette Assembly Plant.  You are 

encouraged to pre-register for the event, so the 

proper number of meals can be ordered.  To 

attend, please go to the club website at 

www.corvetteclubofiowa.com and click on the 

ACTIVITIES tab, then SOCIAL EVENTS.  

Then, just click on REGISTER HERE and it takes 

you to the registration form which is simple to 

complete.  Meals are priced at just $15 per 

member.  This is the same night as our general 

meetings are scheduled on.  So, if you’re not 

registered and you’re waiting for a personal 

invitation, please consider this to be it.  I really 

hope to see you there to help celebrate our club! 

Our first low-speed autocross of the year will be 

May 28-30.  It’s a 21-event weekend that’s always 

fun.  If you want to register to compete, please 

paste the following URL link into your Internet 

browser:  

https://www.corvettesnccc.org/NCCCOnlineRegis

tration/Programs/Registration.php?eventId=305.  

That will automatically take you to the 

registration page.  Skip the car number at the top 

of the page.  For some reason the database fills 

that in with the next sequential number.  We can 

change the number later, if you have paid for a 

permanent West Region number.  Start your 

registration by filling in your NCCC number in 

the appropriate box.  If you don’t know your 

number, it’s on your NCCC membership card.  

The other fields will self-populate down to 

information about your car.  Enter that 

information, including the class you run in.  If you 

don’t know that, you can look it up using the 

NCCC Competition Rulebook that can be found 

on the NCCC website at www.corvettesnccc.org.  

You will then have to check off the boxes 

corresponding to the events you want to 

participate in.  So, if you want to run all 21 events, 

you’ll have to click all 21 boxes.  When you hit 

enter, you are registered.  To get the early 

registration price, you must mail your check to 

Treasurer Laurie McCracken by not later than 

May 20, 2022.  The Iowa Aviation Museum will 

provide lunches Saturday-Monday, and they will 

offer dinner Saturday night.  (It’s always great 

food!)  Some awesome T-shirts commemorating 

this event will be available for sale at only $20 

each. 

Obviously, we still need volunteer workers for 

this event and others.  We have taken steps to try 

and ensure a safe environment for competitors and 

workers at our speed events this year.  We won’t 

be asking anyone with mobility issues to work 

corners.  However, we will still have many other 

things to do that we need help with.  Even if 

you’re not a racer, please come out to volunteer 

your help or just bring your lawn chair to enjoy 

some time watching the competition and hanging 

out with other Corvette people. 

CCI’s 2nd 2022 autocross event is scheduled for 

September 24-25, 2022 at the Ankeny Airport.  It 

will be a normal two-day weekend with 14 events.  

The weather should be perfect for enjoying a fall 

day outdoors.  If racing doesn’t interest you, we 

are also planning a rallye that we’re calling the 

Lawman’s Pokey Run for September 18, 2022.  

It’s simply a poker run with a law 

enforcement/jail theme.  I think it will be a fun 

time. 

I hope we can count on your support for these 

events that your fellow club members have spent 

many hours planning and working.  I look forward 

to seeing you soon. 

Thank you! 

 Gary Foster,  Governor 

 

http://www.corvetteclubofiowa.com/
https://www.corvettesnccc.org/NCCCOnlineRegistration/Programs/Registration.php?eventId=305
https://www.corvettesnccc.org/NCCCOnlineRegistration/Programs/Registration.php?eventId=305
http://www.corvettesnccc.org/
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Meeting Minutes 
 

Board Meeting, 

April 7, 2022 

The Board meeting of Corvette Club of Iowa was 

called to order @ 6:18PM, April 7, 2022 at The 

Whiskey House in Ankeny by President Jeff 

Jackson.  Secretary Dave McChesney was not 

present and Dave Howard volunteered to keep 

minutes.  President Jackson first urged the Board 

to have a strong presence at the club’s 60th 

Anniversary Party.  He also said that he wouldn’t 

be able to attend the April general meeting and 

that Pat couldn’t be with us this evening. 

Jeff asked if everyone had taken the opportunity 

to review the minutes from March 3rd and 

solicited comments or corrections.  None were 

brought up and Laurie McCracken made the 

motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Jeff 

seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  

Laurie submitted her Treasurer’s report for March 

with details of receipts and disbursements.  Carrol 

McCracken made a motion to bring the report to 

the membership with Gary Foster offering the 

second.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Carrol began his Vice President/Social Director’s 

report by stating that the cruise this coming 

Saturday, April 9th will be weather permitting.  He 

is working on more social events for the 

upcoming months.  Governor Foster started his 

report by saying everything is ready to go for our 

Ankeny autocross over Memorial Day weekend 

but a $600 refundable deposit is needed for the 

event.  Gary also mentioned that he continues to 

grapple with issues for the event t-shirt but is 

making progress.  We took a short break for food 

and then continued with discussion of a request 

from Cornhusker CC to switch our June weekend 

for their September weekend.  The consensus was 

this should be fine.  Competition Director Denny 

Luther was not present and Gary said he had 

covered everything. 

Member at Large Wayne Weidmann asked about 

everyone’s thoughts re Big Al’s BBQ.  Some 

folks were disappointed.  After lengthy 

discussion, Wayne will either move us back to 

Jethro’s for April or see if Smokey D’s is ready to 

host our club again.  Editor Dave Howard asked if 

there were any flyers available for the April issue 

of Sportsmate.  Gary said the article he has been 

there were any flyers available for the April issue 

of Sportsmate.  Gary said the article he has been 

working on will be ready in a few days.  New 

Points Director, Janelle Ohmstede had nothing to 

report.  Membership Director Mike Golightly also 

had nothing to report.  Social Media Director Pat 

Whalen was not present and there was no report. 

Old Business:  discussion of various aspects of 

our 60th Anniversary celebration took place and it 

was decided we would go with Smokey D’s BBQ 

for the meal catering.  New Business:  a thorough 

discussion of proposed revisions to CCI’s By-

Laws then was held with Carrol leading the way.  

The final draft of the changes will be presented to 

the general membership on April 19th.  It was 

decided to approve the expenditure of 

approximately $200 for a printer to be used at 

registration of events. 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 

Gary Foster.  The meeting adjourned @ 8:52PM. 

 Dave McChesney,  Secretary 

 

General Meeting, 

April 19, 2022 

The general meeting of Corvette Club of Iowa 

was called to order by VP Carrol McCracken @ 

6:59PM, April 19, 2022 at Smokey D’s in Des 

Moines.  Secretary Dave McChesney was present. 

VP McCracken, filling in for Jeff Jackson in his 

absence, welcomed new members and guests:  

Tom & Donna Laytin and their son Michael as 

guests, Carrol’s sister and her husband as guests, 

Keith Johnson, Doug & Michelle Walker (former 

members rejoined), Rod Good and Mike Heard. 

Secretary McChesney reported March general 

meeting minutes published in Sportsmate.  There 

was no discussion and Jim Lucas motioned for 

approval of the minutes as published.  Kris 

Howard seconded and the motion carried the 

body.  Laurie McCracken submitted her 

Treasurer’s report for March.  A few sponsorships 

came in as well as advertising revenue from the 

Howards. 

Vice President/Social Director Carrol McCracken 

reported fun was had by all on the drive to Omaha 

for the West Region banquet.  Eleven cars went 

on a cruise down White Pole Road with stops the 
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for the West Region banquet.  Eleven cars went 

on a cruise down White Pole Road with stops for 

lunch along the way as well as a wonderful small 

chocolate shop.  Working on trying to arrange a 

visit to the Okoboji car museum.  April 23rd is the 

first cars & coffee on Mills Civic Pkwy.  Rick’s 

list is an excellent resource for car show 

information.  Also, there is a 2nd Thursday cruise-

in each month at the Valley Junction farmer’s 

market.  Governor Gary Foster had nothing to 

report.  Competition Director Denny Luther 

reported the Ankeny autocross event is fast 

approaching, Memorial Day weekend.  The 

second autocross planned had to be moved due to 

a scheduling conflict.  Re-scheduled for 

September 24th & 25th.  The Lawman’s Pokey run 

is still scheduled for September 18th. 

Member at Large Wayne Weidmann was not 

present and there was nothing to report at this 

time.  Editor Dave Howard reported photos from 

the March meeting and Gary’s wonderful article 

are featured in this month’s Sportsmate.  Points 

Director Janelle Ohmstede reported there are 

currently 3 leaders so far this year in points.  

Membership Director Mike Golightly reported the 

club is at or near a record membership number, 

137 members.  That’s 20 members over the same 

time last year.  Social Media Director Pat Whalen 

requested that changes required to social media or 

the website be sent to him. 

Old Business:  The 60th Anniversary party 

payment for the facility will be taken to Camp 

Dodge April 20th.  The cake for the event is taken 

care of (champagne cake).  A flyer is being put 

together with the assistance of Dave McChesney.  

Discussion occurred about meal cost and members 

were polled as to their liking of $15 cost for 

members and $25 cost for non-members who may 

attend.   Looking for photos for the loop that will 

be projected.  Inquiry was made of members for a 

60th Anniversary patch.  Interest was marginal.  

Poll was taken of members for meat choices for 

the meal to be used to select meats for the main 

course.  Speakers for the event are NCCC 

President Dale Samuelson and Kai Spande, Plant 

Director for the Corvette Assembly Plant in 

Bowling Green, KY.  The back cover for the 

winter edition of Blue Bars is reserved for the 

Club photo at the 60th event.  New Business:  

Proposed bylaw changes were explained by Carrol 

McCracken. Carrol did an excellent job of 

spearheading the process as part of the Committee 

made up of Carrol, Dave McChesney and Jeff 

Jackson.  Changes included primarily grammatical 

and usage corrections.  Primary change was 

addition of points award to board members for 

attending board meetings as well as completion of 

board duties.  Gary Foster motioned to close 

discussion and put changes to a vote at the May 

meeting.  Dino Rodish seconded and the motion 

carried the body.  Vote will be held at the May 

meeting to accept or not accept changes.  In 

Wayne’s absence Denny Luther conducted 50/50 

raffle.  Jay Hommer was the winner of $91.  An 

additional item was mentioned by Gary Foster 

that a check for $600 will be needed for the Polk 

County Aviation Authority for the Ankeny 

autocross event.  Nichole DiMaio motioned to 

approve the check with second from Jim Lucas.  

Motion carried.  Buy & Sell:  Ken W. has a 2004 

with under 4,000 miles; Dino has a 2011 GS and 

2001 Z06, both have low miles; Dave Mc. has 

made a quantity purchase of car covers, asking 

$130/ea. 

Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Kris and 

the meeting adjourned @ 8:14PM. 

 Dave McChesney,  Secretary 
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CCI Odds and Ends 

General Meeting Details 

Join us for CCI’s 60th Anniversary Party and May 

general meeting at Camp Dodge Pool Pavilion.  

Here are the details: 

Camp Dodge 
7105 NW 70th Ave 

Johnston 

Located inside the Iowa National Guard’s Camp 

Dodge Headquarters.  Follow 70th Ave west from 

Merle Hay Rd, turn right at the Camp Dodge 

entrance and go to the check point.  Continue on 

Maintenance Rd to 5th St and turn right, then left 

on Main Ave and right on 9th St.  Proceed to the 

Pool Pavilion Area. 

 

Arrival/Cruise-in 2-5:00PM 

Gold Star Museum Hours 2-4:00PM 

60th Anniversary Group Photo @ 5:00PM 

Meeting, Event Program and Meal to 

follow @ approximately 6:00PM 

See you on the 17th! 
 

Member News 

New Members.  Look to this space for the 

most recent additions to the CCI family.  We have 

nine new members to report for April.  They are:  

Rod & Mary Ann Good from Cumming with a 

Red/Black 2017 Grand Sport Coupe, Ted & 

Stephanie Romagnoli of Muscatine who drive a 

Blue 2019 Grand Sport, Keith Johnson of Dallas 

Center who has a Red 2000 Convertible, Doug & 

Blue 2019 Grand Sport, Keith Johnson of Dallas 

Blue 2019 Grand Sport, Keith Johnson of Dallas 

Center who has a Red 2000 Convertible, Doug & 

Michelle Walker from Carlisle who are long-time 

owners of a Blue/White 1996 Grand Sport and 

Geoff & Meg Miller of Waukee with a Rapid 

Blue 2021 Convertible.  Welcome to CCI! 

Birthdays.  Wishing a Happy Birthday to the 

following members with May birthdates: 

Larry Pawlosky 5/7 

Lynn Cooper 5/11 

Ken Loneman 5/13 

Mary Harrington 5/14 

Dana Bentzinger 5/22 

  Dan Norris 5/26 

CCI Apparel.  CCI apparel is available from 

Kris & Steve Howard’s KSH Design Studio.  

Choose from t-shirts, long sleeve t-shirts, 

sweatshirts, hoodies and more.  Custom 

embroidery services are now available from KSH 

as well!  If you are new to CCI, want a piece of 

CCI apparel embroidered or just like to sport the 

latest designs, check with Kris or Steve. 

CCI By-Law Review.  The last step in the 

annual process of amending our By-Laws, a vote 

on proposed changes, takes place at our May 

general meeting.  Discussion of these changes 

occurred during April’s meeting.  No additional 

changes were brought forward and now we will be 

voting on the changes in their entirety.  A 2/3 

majority vote in favor approves them.  A complete 

transcript of the changes follows on Pages 12-27. 

Article by Gary Foster.  Part 2 of the 

special interest article Gary submitted for 

Sportsmate is contained herein.  This is a great 

read about rare Corvettes he has seen over the 

years.  It starts on Page 9. 

 

Events 

Here’s a wrap-up of recently held events along 

with a description of events on the horizon: 

CCI’s 60th Anniversary.  The big party is 

May 17th in the Pool Pavilion at Camp Dodge in 

Johnston.  A brief general meeting, catered meal 

and prominent guests will be featured at this 

event.  See the flyer on Page 28 for more details. 
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Save the Date! 

Mark your calendars and look for more details in 

upcoming issues of Sportsmate: 

May 28-30, 2022.  Plans are complete for 

our first autocross of the season over Memorial 

Day weekend at the Ankeny Airport.  21 low 

speeds over the three-day weekend will be 

featured.  You must preregister for the event.  See 

the flyer starting on Page 29 for details or look to 

Gary Foster’s Governor’s Message on Page 5 for 

an in depth explanation of the registration process. 

 

Buy & Sell 

FOR SALE:  Fuel Rail Covers.  Fuel 

rail covers for an LS 3.  OEM Machine Silver w/ 

red lettering, includes the pads that go underneath 

them.  $300.  If interested, contact Larry Steffen at 

515-975-3885. 

FOR SALE:  1994 Corvette.  Torch Red 

1994 Corvette with red leather interior and 

removable hard top.  Low miles (45,048) and is in 

great condition but driver’s side pop-up headlight 

not working and a few knicks on paint.  Always 

stored inside and not driven during winter or rain.  

Comes with custom car cover.  Asking $8,500.  

Contact Will at 515-556-1377. 

 

 

SPECIAL CORVETTES (Part 2) 
As I noted in last month’s SPECIAL CORVETTES (Part 1), I became a Corvette fan at about 5 years of age when 

my cousin got one.  That car left a lasting impression on me because it was so different than anything I’d ever seen.  

It was stylish, loud and brash, nothing like the conservative vehicles my father and grandfather used.  This car 

started my life-long love affair with the Corvette and since then, I have taken every opportunity to refresh my 

relationship with this wonderful car.  I have experienced the finest examples of the evolution of the Corvette at 

venues such as Bloomington Gold and touring the GM Heritage Collection in Detroit, both of which I spoke about 

in last month’s piece.  However, without question, my security work at the Barrett-Jackson auctions has afforded 

me the best chance to literally get involved with some of the rarest of Corvette history. 

Advertise Here 
Contact the Editor today at 

zzshark74@msn.com 

to place your ad 

  

 

mailto:zzshark74@msn.com
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BARRETT-JACKSON 

Following my retirement (the first retirement, on December 30, 2006), I wanted to go see the famous Barrett-

Jackson auction that I had seen on TV.  My buddy, Jerry, was excited to go along.  He couldn’t remember the dates, 

so he went to the Barrett-Jackson website.  In addition to finding the dates of the Scottsdale event, he also noticed 

that they were hiring security staff.  He sent in his resume and insisted that I do the same.  I had worked my way up 

the ladder in the sheriff’s office before becoming chief deputy.  After retirement, I wasn’t crazy about the idea of 

starting at the bottom, again, and working at some lonely gate in a parking lot where I wouldn’t expect I’d see any 

of the cars or catch any of the excitement of the auction.  He pushed and pushed me to send in my resume, so after 

he mentioned that it might pay for some of our trip, I relented and applied.  It didn’t take too long before they called 

to offer us jobs.  When I pressed them as to where we would be working, they told us we would be right up on the 

block where the cars were auctioned.  I was skeptical and only accepted the job with the understanding that I would 

try it, but if I didn’t like it, I wouldn’t stay.  Needless to say, I loved it!  Jerry stayed for several years, and I really 

enjoyed working with him and many others who would become my friends.  Well, I soon became the director of 

security for Barrett-Jackson and traveled to all of their auctions around the country.  In fact, I would still be there if 

I hadn’t gotten too old for the long hours and miles of walking every day.  I didn’t feel that I could do the job 

justice any longer.  I got to meet a lot of wonderful people and saw lots of amazing cars.  Some of them are as 

follows: 

Purple People Eater 

The Purple People Eater MKIII Corvette (Lot #1389 at Barrett-Jackson 2016), was raced on behalf of the Nickey 

Chevrolet dealership in Chicago by driver Jim Jeffords.  Together the car and driver won the Sports Car Club of 

America National B-Production championship during the 1959 season. 

 

In 2002, Jeffords was inducted into the Corvette Hall of Fame at the National Corvette Museum in recognition for 

“his exciting racing mark in legendary race cars and automobiles,” including the “Purple People Eater” as well as 

Chevrolet-powered specials like Jerry Earl’s SR-2, the Scarab and the Maserati Birdcage. 

Barrett-Jackson GM Heritage Prototypes & Concept Cars 

In 2008, GM was in dire straits, financially.  GM was taking on a government bailout and was doing whatever it 

needed in order to survive – and that included selling off its historical concept cars. 

So, in early 2009, General Motors took hundreds of concept cars, preproduction vehicles, race cars, SEMA show 

cars, test mules and all sorts of other things to the Barrett-Jackson auction in Arizona for a huge sell-off.  I was 

privileged to be working security on the auction block at that time, so I got to view and touch all these cars that 

included the following, among others: 

• 1989 ZR-1 Corvette coupe.  This car saw duty in media/press events. 

• 1989 ZR-2 Corvette coupe, “Big Doggie”.  This was an experimental car used to determine how to convert 

a small block car to a big block car with a 454 cubic inch engine. 

• 1989 ZR-1 Corvette coupe “Snake Skinner”.  This was 1 of 83 production ZR-1s built in Bowling Green.  

It was made with lightweight parts and a 475-horsepower engine, making it a GM performance legend. 

Purple People Eater MK III 

 

Purple People Eater MK III 

 

http://www.barrett-jackson.com/Events/Event/Details/1959-CHEVROLET-CORVETTE-PURPLE-PEOPLE-EATER-185783
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/
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• 1989 ZR-1 (DR-1) Corvette convertible.  This was a prototype that never made it to production. 

• 1989 ZR-1 Corvette “Snake Skinner II”.  This car was made to be identical to Snake Skinner I, but without 

all the same engine upgrades.   

• 1990 “Active” ZR-1 coupe.  This car was equipped with active suspension and GTP Corvette race car 

technology. 

• 2000 C5 Z06 prototype 

 

 

I feel very fortunate to have so many memories of wonderful cars that I’ve owned or those special ones I’m grateful 

to have just seen.  I still enjoy any opportunity I get to drive or view artistic and memorable cars and to share what I 

know about them with my children and grandchildren.  Again, I hope that sharing my experiences has stimulated 

some memories in you, too.  Happy motoring and… Save the Wave! 

Gary Foster 

Corvette “Big Doggie” ZR-2 

 

1989 Corvette ZR-1 Convertible (DR-1) 

 

1990 Corvette ZR-1 “Active” Coupe 

 

Me with the Snake Skinner II ZR-1 Corvette 

 



 12 

 



 13 

 



 14 

 



 15 

 



 16 

 



 17 

 



 18 

 



 19 

 



 20 

 



 21 

 



 22 

 



 23 

 



 24 

 



 25 

 



 26 

 



 27 

 



 28 

 



 29 

 



 30 

 



 31 

 



 32 

 



 33 

 



 34 

Thanks to our Sponsors 

 

Wayne Larson Collision Specialists 
Wayne & Judi Nikolish 
Paragon Performance 
Central Iowa Corvette 
Bob Brown Chevrolet 
Jim & Sandy Lucas 
Willis Automotive 
Smokey D’s BBQ 

Dave Howard  
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Dave Howard 

Sportsmate Editor 

500 Thornton Ave. 

Des Moines, IA  50315 
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www.corvetteclubofiowa.com 

 

http://www.corvetteclubofiowa.com/

