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 2021 Board of Directors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Calendar of Events 

Aug 7th Dragoon Trail Cruise 

Aug 17th General Meeting – Paragon Performance, Waukee 

Sep 21st General Meeting – Jethro’s BBQ n’ LakeHouse, Ankeny 

Oct 19th General Meeting – TBD 

 

 Nichole DiMaio, President 
 naparnell@gmail.com 
 312-523-7158 

 Luke Stilley, Competition Director 
 elkiestills@gmail.com 
 515-418-0382 

 Carrol McCracken, Vice President 
 carroldmccracken@gmail.com 
 515-291-7688 

 Mike Golightly, Points & Membership 
 glight1sg@gmail.com 
 515-238-7678 

 Jeff Jackson, Secretary 
 jeffjackson27@hotmail.com 
 712-260-5451 

 Dave Howard, Editor 
 zzshark74@msn.com 
 515-244-1714 

 Laurie McCracken, Treasurer 
 laurieannemccracken@gmail.com 
 515-291-1111 

 Pat Whalen, Social Media Director 
 whalenp11@msn.com 
 515-229-9313 

 Gary Foster, NCCC Governor 
 gfoster852@hotmail.com 
 515-823-1849 

  
  
  

 Wayne Weidmann, Member at Large 
 vetteman916@mchsi.com 
 515-223-6164 
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Officer Reports 

From the President… 

Happy August CCI! I hope you have all been 

taking advantage of the summer season.  As the 

Officer Nomination Committee and I have been 

looking for members to fill Board positions, I 

have begun to wonder if the club needs to shift 

gears.  While our membership numbers are 

growing positively with the awesome recruiting 

efforts, our interest in active positions has been a 

struggle for some time now.  I am interested in 

hearing what hesitations, reservations, or 

questions you may have.  I understand there are 

many individuals who have dedicated many active 

years to CCI already, some need to focus on 

health or family, but I wonder if our new members 

are bashful because they have questions or think 

they may not qualify.  I want to assure everyone 

that our Board positions are not overly 

complicated.  We have existing guidelines and 

members to answer questions.  It is a great way to 

get to know other members and I welcome fresh 

perspectives. 

I can't help but wonder if the direction of our club 

is becoming more social oriented, as opposed to 

the NCCC points program.  What I mean by that 

is I get the sense that many of us want the 

comradery of like-minded Corvette owners as a 

group to gather with for a cruise, a dinner, a car 

show or buddies to attend a track day with for fun.  

Everyone is obviously different but I get the sense 

the competition points are not the focus of the vast 

majority of our members.  If the club did not 

participate in the NCCC competition program, 

would it be easier to get folks to run for an office?  

The NCCC competition aspect does add more 

work and responsibility to several positions.  One 

of the positions that requires some additional 

work for the NCCC competition program is the 

Governor, which is a key position we need to fill 

for 2022.  As many of you know, I love racing… 

that has been a key reason for my membership for 

many years.  However, each year I increasingly 

think hosting “speed” events is not sustainable for 

our active and involved club members.  I don’t 

want to be negative but it is becoming less 

enjoyable for myself.  I am reaching my limit 

where I would rather gather at another club’s 

event – whether it be a Corvette club, SCCA or 

event – whether it be a Corvette club, SCCA or 

event – whether it be a Corvette club, SCCA or 

any other group – with my fellow CCI members 

and participate for fun. 

It is very possible that these are just my personal 

thoughts at this time and I could use a break.  This 

is why I ask you to email the board or me and 

provide feedback.  Please, please consider filling 

the role of President, Secretary, Governor, Points 

or Competition in 2022. 

Keep those gears turning, 

 Nichole DiMaio,  President 

 

Governor’s Message… 

Hi, everyone: 

I can’t think of a better summer than the one I’m 

enjoying in 2021!  The weather has been hot (just 

how I like it), I’ve had some great family trips and 

I’ve probably driven my Corvette as much as any 

of them I’ve owned.  I hope you’ve had similar 

experiences. 

As mentioned earlier, I’ve enjoyed driving my 

Corvette this year.  Many of the other cars I’ve 

owned have been more or less garage queens.  

Oh, I drove them some when it was nice out but I 

didn’t want to put extra miles on them and get 

them dirty.  Maybe I have OCD, but it’s hard for 

me to park my car in the garage when it’s dirty.  I 

sold my last Corvette and the last Viper I owned 

because I didn’t drive them enough.  The Corvette 

was a black 2013 427 convertible with 14,000 

miles.  Now, they only made 2,552 of these cars 

and for one year only.  With so few miles, I knew 

I had a special car and I was afraid of de-valuing 

it by adding additional miles or risking scratches 

or dings.  Same story for the 1998 Viper GTS.  As 

I recall, it only had 8,000 miles on it.  When I sold 

the 427, I bought a 2002 Z06.  It’s probably more 

fun to drive than any of my previous cars and it 

doesn’t bother me too much to put it away dirty.  

In fact, I’ve only washed it twice this summer.  

It’s a car, and it’s meant to be driven! 

I have a meeting scheduled later this month with a 

committee of CCI members to discuss the CCI 

Competition Program and what, if anything, 

needs to change to make our events more safe, 

competitive and enjoyable.  If you have any 

questions or comments you think we should 

competitive and enjoyable.  If you have any 
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competitive and enjoyable.  If you have any 

questions or comments you think we should 

discuss, please email them to me at 

gfoster852@hotmail.com. 

I have heard no recent NCCC news but we have a 

National Governors Meeting next month in St. 

Louis.  In addition to my regular duties, I’ve been 

asked to sit in as Regional Executive for Gene 

Gau, who has had some medical problems and is 

unable to travel. 

I look forward to seeing everyone at our next 

general meeting on August 17th. 

 Gary Foster,  Governor 

 

Meeting Minutes 

Board Meeting, 

July 8, 2021 

CCI’s July Board meeting was held at Old 

Chicago in Ankeny and the meeting was called to 

order @ 7:02PM by President Nichole DiMaio.  

Members at this meeting:  Laurie McCracken, 

Carrol McCracken, Dave Howard, Jeff Jackson, 

Nichole DiMaio, Luke Stilley and Mike 

Golightly. 

Officer Reports 

President’s Report:  Nichole mentioned two tasks 

that need to be done over the next month.  They 

are dues review and officer nominations.  The 

Dues Review Committee must make a 

recommendation to the Board in August.  The 

committee is comprised of the Treasurer, Member 

at Large and 1 voting non-Board member.  The 

Officer Nominations Committee must present a 

slate of candidates at the August general meeting.  

That committee is made up of 2 past presidents 

(Dave Howard & Linda Hommer were 

suggested), current VP and Member at Large.  

Secretary’s Report:  Jeff asked for comments on 

the June Board minutes.  None were heard and a 

motion was made by Nichole to approve the 

minutes from June, seconded by Carrol and the 

motion passed unanimously.  Treasurer’s Report:  

Laurie shared the club’s financial report.  She 

noted that we will need to get membership 

approval to increase the proposed donation to the 

Iowa Aviation Heritage Museum at the Ankeny 

Airport up to $2,500. 

Vice-President/Social Director’s Report:  Carrol 

had no report.  Governor’s Report:  Gary was not 

present and there was no report.  Competition 

Director’s Report:  Luke started discussion about 

present and there was no report.  Competition 

Director’s Report:  Luke started discussion about 

the accident at Chariton and the victim involved.  

The discussion was wide ranging and included 

safety options along with ways to prevent future 

incidents. 

Member at Large Report:  Wayne was not present 

but Nichole reported that the Board would meet 

August 5th here at Old Chicago in Ankeny and the 

general meeting on July 20th will be at Jethro’s in 

Ankeny.  Editor’s Report:  Dave mentioned that 

the victim and spouse from the Chariton incident 

have requested anonymity in the newsletter and 

other reports that may appear in the public portion 

of the club website, social media, etc.  Points 

Director’s Report:  Mike had nothing to report.  

Membership Director’s Report:  Mike said a new 

member had submitted an application today and 

several others are coming in from current 

members and from car shows.  Treasurer is doing 

a great job at communicating new members.  

Social Media Director’s Report:  Pat was not 

present and there was no report. 

Old Business:  none.  New Business:  Discussed 

giving net proceeds of the Chariton event to the 

victim at that event.  Also discussed possible new 

software for registrations and upgrading timing 

lights with proceeds from Ankeny event. 

A motion for adjournment was made by Jeff and 

seconded by Laurie. The meeting adjourned at 

8:44PM.  The next Board meeting is scheduled for 

Thursday, August 5th. 

 Respectfully, 

 Jeff Jackson,  Secretary 
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General Meeting, 

July 20, 2021 

The July CCI General meeting was held at 

Jethro’s BBQ in Ankeny.  The meeting was called 

to order @ 7:12PM by President Nichole DiMaio.  

Members at this meeting:  see sign in sheet.  

Nichole asked if any guests or new members were 

present.  Guests Craig & Paula Crowley 

introduced themselves as did new members Larry 

& Ruth Kelly and Mark Cooper.  Nichole 

welcomed them all to applause from the crowd. 

Officer Reports 

President’s Report:  Nichole thanked everyone for 

helping make the Chariton autocross event a 

success.  We had a great turnout, a wedding 

proposal at the start line and Nichole also 

mentioned the accident involving one of the racers 

and a corner worker.  Secretary’s Report:  Jeff 

Jackson was unable to attend and Dave Howard 

filled in.  Dave asked for comments or corrections 

to the June meeting minutes published in 

Sportsmate.  None were offered and Jim Lucas 

made a motion to approve the minutes as 

published.  Ken Wilson seconded and the motion 

carried unanimously.  Treasurer’s Report:  Laurie 

McCracken gave a detailed financial report 

including income generated by the autocross 

events at Ankeny and Chariton.  After discussion 

of the donation (approved last month) to the Iowa 

Aviation Heritage Museum in Ankeny, a motion 

to increase that donation to $2,500 was made by 

Larry Mark and seconded by Jim Lucas.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

Vice-President/Social Director’s Report:  Carrol 

McCracken mentioned the cruise events to Polk 

City coming up later in the week and said a 

possible cruise to Pella may be in the works.  

Governor’s Report:  Gary Foster was not present 

so Luke Stilley led a short discussion about safety 

concerns and the complications at the race 

weekend in Ankeny caused by the unusually high 

attendance on the first day.  Competition 

Director’s Report:  Luke thanked all the workers 

who helped at the Ankeny and Chariton events.  

There was discussion regarding donations to the 

City of Chariton for use of the airport and the 

Chariton Masonic Lodge for providing meals.  A 

motion for a $500 donation to the City of Chariton 

was made by Carrol McCracken, seconded by 

Ken Wilson and the motion carried unanimously.  

A motion was then made by Carrol to donate $500 

to the Chariton Masonic Lodge.  Jim Lucas 

seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

There was additional discussion regarding the 

incident at Chariton that concluded with Luke 

making a motion to donate the Chariton autocross 

proceeds remaining after expenses to the victim.  

Jim Lucas seconded and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

Member at Large Report:  Wayne Weidmann has 

scheduled the August club meeting at Paragon 

Performance in Waukee.  He announced a 50/50 

pot of $126 with Dan Norris the winner of $63.  

Editor’s Report:  Dave Howard had nothing to 

report.  Points Director’s Report:  Mike Golightly 

said points are up to date.  Membership Director’s 

Report:  Mike said we’re up to 135 members and 

he commented on the next meeting of the 60th 

anniversary planning group on Wednesday 

evening, August 11th @ Bennigan’s.  Social 

Media Director’s Report:  Pat Whalen said if 

anyone has comments or suggestions for CCI’s 

webpage or social media, please let him know. 

Old Business:  none.  New Business:  Mike 

suggested that we should try to have a club picture 

taken in the fall in preparation for CCI’s 60th 

anniversary.  Dave Vance passed along some 

positive comments regarding the Ankeny 

autocross event.  Buy and Sell:  none. 

A motion for adjournment was made by Ken 

Wilson, seconded by Wayne Nikolish and the 

meeting adjourned @ 7:52PM.  The next general 

meeting will take place on Tuesday, August 17th. 

 Respectfully, 

 Dave Howard for 

 Jeff Jackson,  Secretary 
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CCI Odds and Ends 

General Meeting Details 

We will have an in-person meeting in August at 

Paragon Performance in Waukee.  Here are the 

details: 

 Paragon Performance 
 1450 NW Gettysburg Lane 

 Waukee 

Located at the far west end of Waukee just north 

of Hwy 6/Hickman Rd.  Go north on NW 10th St 

and take the first street west (NW Sunrise Dr).  

Continue west to NW Gettysburg Ln and Paragon 

Performance.  Bring your own food and drink if 

you plan to eat there. 

 

Gather to eat & socialize @ 6:00PM 

Meeting following @ approximately 7:00PM 

See you on the 17th! 
 

Member News 

New Members.  Look to this space for the 

most recent additions to the CCI family.  We have 

three new members to report for July.  They are 

Shawn Christensen from Ankeny who has a 2002 

Royal Blue coupe and Craig & Paula Crowley 

also of Ankeny who own a 2019 Gray coupe.  

Welcome to CCI! 

Birthdays.  Wishing a Happy Birthday to the 

following members with August birthdates: 

Rick Prevette 8/2 

Bette Murray 8/7 

Sheila Wyman 8/14 

Rhonda Golightly 8/15 

Dave Vance 8/18 

  Bill Brittain 8/27 

CCI Apparel.  CCI apparel is available from 

Kris & Steve Howard’s KSH Design Studio.  

Choose from long sleeve t-shirts, sweatshirts and 

hoodies.  If you’re new to CCI or just want to 

sport some of the latest designs, you can print the 

order form on Page 14 or use the following link to 

the form: 

 https://docs.google.com/document/d/10z 

 ro0eP0a5-53oDLtYALP6J1owotKnPh 

 QefaVGe8_HU/edit?usp=sharing 

Custom embroidery services are now available 

from KSH also!  Check with Kris or Steve if you 

want a piece of CCI apparel embroidered. 

 

Events 

Here’s a wrap-up of recently held events along 

with a description of events on the horizon: 

Black Hills to the Dragoon Trail.  
From mid-July to early this month, CCI members 

were cruising the countryside in their Corvettes!  

It all started with a small group of CCI members 

who attended the Black Hills Corvette Classic 

which hosted over 600 cars during the 2021 event.  

On the heels of that event, we had a large number 

of cars at our general meeting on July 20th.  The 

weekend following the club meeting saw a good-

sized group take a pair of impromptu cruises 

through rural Polk County.  To launch into the 

dog days of August, an impressive caravan of 

Vettes paraded through scenic north-central 

Iowa’s Des Moines River Valley on the Dragoon 

Trail.  The photos on the pages that follow offer a 

glimpse at these varied events… ENJOY!! 

  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ozro0eP0a5-53oDLtYALP6J1owotKnPhQefaVGe8_HU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ozro0eP0a5-53oDLtYALP6J1owotKnPhQefaVGe8_HU/edit?usp=sharing


 8 

  
Black Hills Corvette Classic 
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July 20th General Meeting 
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July Polk County Cruise 
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Dragoon Trail Cruise 
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Buy & Sell 

FOR SALE:  Chrome Wheels and 

Tires.  Wheels:  Front 18”x8.5”, Rear 19”x10”.  

Speedline not Repos.  Fit 2005-2013 Corvette 

w/Std. & Z 51 Susp.  Also 2014-2018 w/Std. 

Susp.  Tires:  Yokohama Avan Neoa Ado8r.  

Front 255”x35”x18”, Rear 295”x30”x19”, 6/32” 

Tread.  Price reduced again:  now $1,200 for all.  

Contact:  Larry Steffen 515-975-3885. 

FOR SALE:  Limited Edition Print.  
Hometown Hero by Dave Barnhouse.  No. 797 of 

1950.  Features 1958 Corvette.  Unframed.  Image 

size 27.5 x 16.  $95.  Phone or text Larry Mark at 

641-230-0002. 

 

 

Advertise Here 
Contact the Editor today at 

zzshark74@msn.com 

to place your ad 

  

mailto:zzshark74@msn.com
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Thanks to our Sponsors 

 

Wayne Larson Collision Specialists 
Wayne & Judi Nikolish 
Bob Brown Chevrolet 
Jim & Sandy Lucas 
Smokey D’s BBQ 

Dave Howard  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Dave Howard 

Sportsmate Editor 

500 Thornton Ave. 

Des Moines, IA  50315 
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