Official
Publication

Corvette Club of Iowa
www.corvetteclubofiowa.com

Sportsmate
The Corvettes displayed in this newsletter are from
photos used with owning photographer’s permission

Table of Contents
CCI Board of Directors
Calendar of Events
Officer Reports
From the President
Governor’s Message
Meeting Minutes
Board Meeting
General Meeting

3
3
4
4
5
5
5
6

CCI Odds and Ends
General Meeting Details
Member News
Events
Save the Date
Buy & Sell
Event Flyers

2

6
6
6
7
8
8
10

2020 Board of Directors
Dave Howard, President & Editor

Wayne Nikolish, Points Director

zzshark74@msn.com
515-244-1714

retirednik@gmail.com
515-490-4974

Kris Howard, Vice President
fourhowies@gmail.com
975-6696

Nichole Parnell, Competition Director

Judi Nikolish, Secretary

Mike Golightly, Membership Director

naparnell@gmail.com
312-523-7158

judithnikolish@gmail.com
250-1971

glight1sg@gmail.com
515-238-7678

Gary Foster, Treasurer

Pat Whalen, Social Media Director

gfoster852@hotmail.com
515-823-1849

whalenp11@msn.com
515-229-9313

Denny Luther, NCCC Governor

cdsdennis@yahoo.com
515-401-8276
Steve Howard, Member at Large
fourhowies@gmail.com
270-2554

Calendar of Events
Apr 21st
Apr 24th

General Meeting – DIY Garage, Des Moines – Canceled
Best of Iowa Cruise – See Flyer

May 19th
May 23rd - 25th

General Meeting – Smokey D’s BBQ
Flying Low at the Ankeny Airport

Jun 16th
Jun 27th & 28th

General Meeting – Smokey D’s BBQ
Wheels Down at the Chariton Airport
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Officer Reports

The statement below explains what most of you
have already figured out. I will point out that the
CCI Board held its April meeting on a virtual
platform that we could also potentially use for a
general meeting in the future. But our meeting
scheduled for April 21st has been canceled due in
part to the special venue we had planned to use.
Look for that opportunity to be rescheduled for
later in the year.

From the President…
The past several weeks have been trying at best
with all the stress and anxiety brought on by the
Coronavirus Pandemic. But I suppose those of us
in Iowa are luckier than most, especially folks in
heavily populated areas of the country where the
statistics are much more overwhelming.

A handful of our club members have done small
group cruises on their own recently and that’s
fantastic! If you choose to do the same, just make
sure to follow the guidelines as these members did
and have fun with it. And please check CCI’s
website or find us on Facebook to see what
develops over the coming weeks.

Nevertheless, life as we knew it has changed for
now, leaving us to ponder the unknowns that lie
ahead. New realities such as limits on the size of
gatherings, social distancing, self-isolation, empty
super market shelves and face masks now
dominate our lives. Meetings have been canceled
as have some events. Others have been modified
or placed in limbo.

By all means… play it safe and stay healthy!

Dave Howard, President

COVID-19 Statement
from the

CCI Board of Directors
On March 17, 2020, Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds issued a Disaster Emergency Proclamation in
response to the growing threat from the Coronavirus Pandemic, a.k.a. COVID-19. Among other
things, her proclamation prohibits gatherings in excess of 10 people and also closed all restaurants
and bars, although it allows carryout, drive-through and delivery services where applicable.
On the national level, May’s NCCC Governors meeting has been canceled as have many local and
regional Corvette Club activities of all kinds around the country, but especially in southern states
where competition events start earlier in the year. The NCCC annual convention, July 5-10, 2020 in
Indianapolis, is still on as scheduled but that too could change.
These are extraordinary times and we are in uncharted territory to say the least. CCI is adhering to
state and federal recommendations as well as following CDC guidelines for limiting exposure and
preventing the spread of this virus. The CCI Board held its first ever virtual meeting on April 7th and
accordingly will cancel, reschedule, or modify events and gatherings that have already been planned
through the end of April. This includes:
1. cancelation of the general meeting scheduled for April 21st
2. modification of the social event scheduled for April 24th (details forthcoming)
Going forward, the CCI Board intends to make a case-by-case determination of the status of future
events in advance. However, please keep in mind that we may need to cancel events on short notice
due to this rapidly changing situation. For the time being, our first competition event of the 2020
season – Flying Low at the Ankeny Airport – is on as scheduled for Memorial Weekend in May.
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this writing the NCCC National Convention in
Indianapolis is still on but that too could change.

Governor’s Message…

As for CCI’s competition events, starting with our
Memorial weekend at the Ankeny Airport (21
events over 3 days), it is currently still a “GO” as
scheduled. However, that could change once we
get to the end of April when new guidelines will
likely be given. I would advise that you stay
tuned to CCI’s website and Facebook page since
none of us can predict what is to come next. We
will use social media and email to keep you
informed.

I hope this message finds you all well and safe. I
know many of you are essentially locked down in
your home, others are working remotely from
your house and those of you considered essential
are still going to work. No matter what your
condition may be, it is very different from what it
used to be or what it should be. We are all doing
what needs to be done to fight COVID-19 and as
outlined by Iowa’s Governor. With that all said,
we are all very eager to get back to a more normal
lifestyle.

Again, I hope you all stay well and we can all
soon socialize together!

All autocrosses in the southern part of the country
have been obviously canceled due to the
Coronavirus so far this competition season. Even
the NCCC Governors meeting in St. Louis for the
first of May has been canceled. At the time of

Denny Luther, Governor

Meeting Minutes

sponsorship letter to send out this month. PayPal
account is open and ready for racing event
registrations. Payments will go out this month for
2020 donations that were approved at the
February General meeting. Denny will present
our $1,000 donation for St Jude’s at the next
NCCC governors meeting. Mike Golightly and
Dave will present the check to the Gold Star
Museum. Denny made a motion to approve
Gary’s report as presented, seconded by Steve
Howard and the motion passed.

Board Meeting,
March 3, 2020
The March Board meeting at Felix and Oscar’s
was called to order by President Dave Howard @
6:50PM. Dave reported that Pat Whalen had
suggested using online registration for our racing
events. Gary Foster said that NCCC has a
program that will work with our current program
if we decide to move to online registration. Pat
had also reported to Dave that the membership
application link is missing on our website for the
mobile devices. Kris Howard will reach out to
Joe to see if we can get a mobile app built and ask
him for a quote.

Vice President’s Report: Kris provided info for
the April Board meeting at Pizza Ranch. She also
mentioned a cruise on April 24th to Ogden and a
social at Albaugh’s on August 27th. Denny
motioned that we move our August general
meeting from the 18th to the 27th to coincide with
the social. Gary seconded and the motion passed.
This meeting and social will be for members
ONLY and will be a cookout/potluck.

Officer Reports

Governor’s Report: Denny reported that the
Governors meeting was last weekend. Several
will get together with the Cornhuskers to
rewrite/update the Operating Rules for the West
Region. All participants will be required to wear
long cotton pants at all race events. Denny
suggested that we have a few pairs available for
those who don't have pants to wear. Sanctions
have been requested for Ankeny and Chariton
(35). Gary will send a check. Denny has draft
flyers completed for both events. Ankeny Air

Secretary’s Report: Judi Nikolish was out on
vacation and Kris was standing in for her. Judi’s
minutes from the February Board meeting were
distributed earlier and Gary asked for a minor
revision to his report from that meeting. Denny
Luther motioned to approve the minutes as
revised, Gary seconded and the motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report:
February books are
reconciled and report sent to Joe R. for posting to
the website.
Gary is working on the 2nd
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Museum wants to offer dinner again on Saturday
night.
For Chariton the car show will be
determined. CCI’s logo was sent to NCCC for the
video that they are making. Look at the NCCC
website – History section has been updated.
CCI’s scheduled events are: May 23-25 – Ankeny
Airport. June 20th – CCI car show at Nostalgic in
Valley Junction (entry fees and event schedule
TBD, judging will be in 2 categories – people’s
choice and a judged concours and proceeds will
be donated to the Dick Mathern DMACC
Scholarship). June 27-28 – Chariton Airport.
August 8-9 – Iowa Speedway (Saturday low
speed, Sunday high speed). Sept 20 – CCI Fun
Day at Nichole’s. NCCC Conventions: 2020 –
Indianapolis, 2021 – Cleveland, 2022 – Atlantic
City. Competition Director’s Report: Nichole
Parnell was absent and there was no report.

Old Business: none. New Business: Judi will
determine a By-law Review Committee from the
membership
by
the
end
of
March.
Recommendation presented to the Board in April
and the membership in May.
Motion to adjourn was made by Gary, seconded
by Steve and the meeting adjourned at 7:56PM.
Respectfully,
Kris Howard for

Judi Nikolish, Secretary
General Meeting,
March 17, 2020

Member at Large Report: Steve said the next
Board meeting is April 7th at Pizza Ranch
Urbandale and the May meeting is May 5th at Old
Chicago Ankeny. Editor’s Report: Dave had
nothing to report. Points Director’s Report:
Wayne Nikolish was absent and there was no
report. Membership Director’s Report: Mike
Golightly reported he received one new
application tonight. Brings the total membership
to 109 members. He is working with the NCCC
program to enter new members/spouses. Social
Media Director’s Report: Pat was absent and
there was no report.

As a precaution over concern about the
developing Coronavirus Pandemic, the general
meeting scheduled for March 17th at Smokey D’s
BBQ was canceled. The Board’s decision came
the week before the meeting and proved to be
further warranted when Iowa Governor Kim
Reynolds issued a Disaster Emergency
Proclamation on the morning of the 17th. Her
proclamation, which became effective at noon that
day, closed all bars and restaurants in addition to
prohibiting gatherings of more than 10 people.

CCI Odds and Ends

welcome Bill Applegate from Cumming who has
a Blue 1985 Coupe. Bill was referred by Paul
Wyman and we’re sure Paul told him what a great
time we will have once things return to normal!

General Meeting Details

Birthdays.

Wishing a Happy Birthday to the
following members with April birthdates:

CCI’s April general meeting scheduled to be held
at DIY Garage in Des Moines has been canceled.
Although our meeting was a potluck meal and not
at a restaurant, the current rule prohibiting
gatherings of more than 10 people still applies.
We hope to schedule a general meeting at this
venue for some time later this year.

Kathy Betzer
Darren Brown
Jeffrey Showers
Judy Wilson
Wayne Nikolish
Colin Cunningham

Member News

CCI Apparel.

4/1
4/4
4/14
4/26
4/29
4/30

CCI apparel is available from
Kris & Steve Howard’s KSH Design Studio.
Choose from long sleeve t-shirts, sweatshirts and
hoodies. If you’re new to CCI or just want to

New Members.

Look to this space for the
most recent additions to the CCI family. This
month we have one new member to report. Please
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Wild Wade’s Swap Meet.

sport some of the latest designs, you can print the
order form on Page 9 or use this link to the form:

The 40th
annual Wild Wade’s on Sunday, March 15th took
place in the Varied Industries Building at the State
Fairgrounds but was shortened by several hours at
the request of Fairgrounds officials. It was fun
while it lasted though and, as you can see from the
photos, it was the usual hectic undertaking.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10z
ro0eP0a5-53oDLtYALP6J1owotKnPh
QefaVGe8_HU/edit?usp=sharing
Custom embroidery services are now available
from KSH also! Check with Kris or Steve if you
want a piece of CCI apparel embroidered.

Member Activities.

Restaurants are closed,
crowd sizes are limited and social distancing is
recommended. Sadly, that makes it a bit difficult
to conduct business and events as a car club! But
some of our members have found ways to get
together on their own while still abiding by the
current rules. If you decide to take your Vettes
out for a little exercise, do so responsibly, follow
the CDC guidelines and have a great time!

Events
Here’s a wrap-up of recently held events along
with a description of events on the horizon:

Meals from the Heartland.

CCI’s event
was scheduled for Saturday, March 14th but ended
up being the first cancelation of a club activity
due to the Coronavirus Pandemic. In this case the
charity took the precautionary measure of ceasing
their meal packaging events for the foreseeable
future. We’ll try to reschedule for a later date.
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Best of Iowa Cruise.

We still intend to
hold our first cruise of the season on April 24th.
Modifications were made and this event is now a
cruise to Bondurant to parade through a
neighborhood. We will stay in the Des Moines
area for carryout food at Big Al’s BBQ near the
Des Moines Airport and then break up from there.
A flyer with the new details is on Page 10 of this
Sportsmate. All details other than the date have
changed from the flyer that appeared in last
month’s issue.

Buy & Sell
FOR SALE: Chrome Wheels and
Tires. Wheels: Front 18”x8.5”, Rear 19”x10”.
Speedline not Repos. Fit 2005-2013 Corvette
w/Std. & Z 51 Susp. Also 2014-2018 w/Std. Susp.
Tires: Yokohama Avan Neoa Ado8r. Front
255”x35”x18”, Rear 295”x30”x19”, 6/32” Tread.
Price reduced to $1,500 for all. Contact: Larry
Steffen 515-975-3885.

Advertise Here

Save the Date!
Mark your calendars and look for more details in
upcoming issues of Sportsmate:

Club members can place up to
3 ads per month in the Buy & Sell
section of Sportsmate at no cost

Flying Low at the Ankeny Airport.
Our 3 day, 21 low-speed events in Ankeny are
still on the schedule for Memorial Day Weekend.
It will run this year from May 23rd through 25th.
Developments with the Coronavirus Pandemic
change daily so keep an eye out for updates on our
website, Facebook, in emails and Sportsmate.

Contact the Editor today at
zzshark74@msn.com
to place your ad
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Due to ongoing restaurant closures
and other restrictions, modifications
to this event were made.
Please take careful note of the
changes.

BBQ!

Friday, April 24, 2020
Iowa weather being what it is, this will be a
cruise with Corvettes optional! So come in your
Vette, truck or whatever makes sense, your choice!
Meet in the parking lot at Smokey D’s
in Des Moines at 4:00pm.
Cruise to Bondurant to parade
through a neighborhood
We will then cruise to Big Al’s BBQ for carryout.
It’s near the Airport on the Southside of Des Moines.
Cruise back home on our own.

FOUR
PARTY POINTS
Questions? Contact
Kris Howard @ 975-6696
or fourhowies@gmail.com
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Thanks to our Sponsors

Judi & Wayne Nikolish
Bob Brown Chevrolet
Sandy & Jim Lucas
Smokey D’s BBQ
Dave Howard
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Dave Howard
Sportsmate Editor
500 Thornton Ave.
Des Moines, IA 50315

TO:

www.corvetteclubofiowa.com

